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level classroom activities, updates from 

Special Areas classes, information from 

our School Counselor, an article from our 

Speech / Language Department, and litera-

cy development strategies from our Basic 

Skills Team. With the upcoming Winter 

Break in mind, the opportunity for learning 

never takes a vacation.  For example, play-

ing games can be used to reinforce count-

ing and math skills, your child may contin-

ue to develop their writing ability by creat-

ing a news article based on information 

garnered at a family gathering, or allowing 

your child to help prepare a meal can lead 

to an increased understanding of measure-

ment skills.  All of these activities com-

bined with your support will enhance your 

child’s confidence and encourage their 

understanding of the active role that they 

can take in their own learning.  The entire 

Mary F. Janvier staff continues to appreci-

ate the support that you have shown to-

wards our school and we wish all of you a 

healthy and happy 2019! 
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December and the year 2018 are quickly draw-

ing to a close! During the initial portion of this 

school year, our children have accomplished so 

much and December is a great time to reflect on 

past achievements while planning to move 

ahead in the new calendar year.  The practice of 

goal setting is an important component in the meas-

uring of growth and our children continue to show 

that they are developing academically and socially. 

Janvier’s Jackrabbits have developed their under-

standing of mathematical and literacy concepts with 

an emphasis towards building their writing and read-

ing comprehension skills.  The use of learning cen-

ters, guided and leveled reading instruction, and the 

incorporation of technology have promoted student 

engagement with curricular content and enhanced 

our children’s motivation towards understanding pre-

sented concepts. Additionally, many students have 

been recognized through our various character edu-

cation programs that promote student focus towards 

the recognition of their ability to make great choices.  

This recognition fosters a cooperative spirit and pro-

motes the children’s recognition of the importance of 

respectful behavior. Recently, activities promoting 

student attendance have occurred.  Grade – level cel-

ebration assemblies that recognized students who 

achieved perfect attendance for the 1st Trimester and 

the homeroom at each grade level that had the high-

est attendance rate were a success. Messages that I 

communicated during the assemblies reinforced to 

the children the importance of coming to school.  It 

is here at Mary F. Janvier Elementary that the build-

ing blocks of education are set into place and it is 

this foundation that will be built upon as your child 

moves through their academic career.  Certainly, the 

first step in teaching your child is to have your child 

in the classroom so that they can receive necessary 

instruction.  You will notice in this edition of the 

Janvier Journal, articles that inform you of grade – 
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Computer Literacy 

·         Kindergarten 
o   Abcya.com – http://
www.abcya.com/ 

·         First Grade 
o   Dance Mat Typing 
(keyboarding skills) - http://
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

·         Second Grade 
o   Dance Mat Typing 
(keyboarding skills) - http://
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
o   Tynker (computer coding/
programming skills) -  https://
www.tynker.com/ 

o   Benchmark Universe (non-
fiction science books) - https://
frank-
lintwp.benchmarkuniverse.com/     
I would like to wish everyone a 
safe and happy holiday season! 

Happy Holidays From The Library 

What a wonderful time we have been 
having in the library this year!  I hope 
you and your family have enjoyed read-
ing the library books the children choose 
each week.  You can make reading even 
more fun by completing the Six Flags 
Reading Contest that was sent home in 
November.  Each child who reads 6 hours 
and returns the form will receive a ticket 
good for free admission to Six Flags in 
Jackson, NJ. Books make terrific holiday 
gifts.  Their enjoyment lasts long after the 
season is over.  You might want to con-

sider the books listed in this 
newsletter as you plan your holi-
day purchases. Listed below are 
some grade level appropriate 
selections in order to help you 
get started.   The library sub-
scribes to free e-books that can 
be accessed on any computer at 
www.tumblebooks.com.  Type 
in the username: janvier and the 
password: books. 

 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

Max and Ruby Series Frog and Toad Series Magic Treehouse Series 

Clifford Series Henry and Mudge Series Geronimo Stilton Series 

Biscuit Series Amelia Bedelia Series American Girl Series 

Fly Guy Series Junie B. Jones Series Ready Freddy Series 

Books by Eric Carle Arthur Series Clementine Series 

Nursery Rhymes Books by Mo Willems Ramona Series 

Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss 

Books by Mercer Mayer Fly Guy Series Roscoe Riley Series 

Our students have been doing a tre-
mendous job in the computer lab!  In 
First and Second Grade, we have fin-
ished our unit on Internet Safety.  As 
we have each year, we will be inte-
grating Science into our curricu-
lum.  Across all grade levels, we are 
learning word processing skills as we 
reinforce literacy.   Some of the web-
sites we have been working on in 
class that you may use to support 
skills at home are: 
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 Dear IRLA Home Coaches, 
We need your help!  Every night 
your child is bringing home 
books and a skills card.  Your 
child should read and work on 
skills with you for at least 30 
minutes per night. The reading 
should be easy and fun for your 
child. 
Responsibilities of a Home 
Coach:Provide 30 minutes of 
protected quiet time with no TV, 
no computers, no phone, and no 
games, every day. 

 Observe your child read-
ing, practicing power goal 
and  practicing skills for 30 
minutes. 

 Talk about the books with 
your child afterward. 

 Sign reading log if appli-
cable. 

 Make sure all books and 
materials are returned safely 
to school the next day. 

 
Thank you for sup-
port.  Together we will share in 

the joy of your child’s reading 
success. 

Students who are seen for speech and lan-
guage services have been working hard to 
achieve their goals! Three and four year 
olds in our preschool program have been 
working on increasing their vocabularies 
to get them ready for Kindergarten. A fun 
way that our preschool children enjoy 
doing this is using the MagneTalk Board 
which includes fun scenes and corre-
sponding magnets. These simple magnets 
allow the preschoolers to learn new vo-
cabulary, identify colors, follow direc-
tions, describe functions, request for de-
sired objects, and work on expanding their 
utterances. Other goals that our preschool-
ers are working on include yes/no ques-
tions, “wh” questions, initiating turn-
taking skills in conversation, participating 
in different types of play to improve cog-
nitive skills, expanding their attention 
skills, and much more!  Kindergarten, 

First, and Second Graders have been work-
ing on a variety of goals from articulation, 
to following directions, answering ques-
tions, grammar, describing, sequencing, and 
comprehension. Students love working on 
these goals by playing a game, using the 
smartboard and the IPad, and making a 
craft! To get the students in the holiday 
spirit, each student made their own ginger-
bread man while working on their goal as a 
fun way to increase engagement during 
their session. Each gingerbread man was 
added to the decorative gingerbread house 
outside of the speech room! More holiday 
activities will be incorporated! *Remember: 
even though your child may receive 
speech services during the school day, it 
is so important to engage them in activi-
ties at home and throughout their daily 
routine! Even five minutes of work at 
home can make a big difference! 

 

 

Speech and Language Is Snow Much Fun 

Notes From the Counselor’s Office 

The month of December has been a 
busy and exciting month for our 
Janvier Jackrabbits! This month 
students and staff are able to partic-
ipate in two different spirit weeks! 
Through the week of December 3rd 
students and staff celebrated Super 
Hero Spirit Week. Each day had a 
super hero theme relating to the 
importance of attendance. The 
week concluded with our first at-
tendance pep rally. Students were 
rewarded for having perfect attend-

ance, and our Delsea Knights cheer-
leaders did an amazing job pumping 
up the crowd! We will also be cele-
brating Holiday Spirit Week De-
cember 17th-21st. Students and 
staff can participate by following 
the special holiday themed spirit 
wear days. What a great way to 
wrap up the year 2018!   
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Each year, Janvier celebrates the 

lead up to the holiday season 

with a school wide spirit week. 

On Thursday, December 20, 

Kindergarten will celebrate Po-

lar Express Day with a hallway 

transformation. Students will 

enter into a winter wonderland 

that is complete with train tracks 

and a train at the end of the hall-

way. They will get to wear pa-

jamas as they take part in listening 

to the Polar Express storybook and 

engage in many educational activi-

ties themed for this day. The Kin-

dergarten team is very excited for 

this day and can’t wait for our clas-

ses to experience the fun. We wish 

everyone a wonderful holiday sea-

son!   

 

Social Studies Activities In First Grade 

What’s Happening in Second Grade 

 Second Grade is getting ready to 
“Jingle All Array” by creating an 
Array City. The students will be 
using repeated addition to cover 
the hallway with snow covered 
buildings and using windows to 
create the repeated addition pat-
tern. The door will hold the key 
to the math problem and some of 
the students will even challenge 
themselves to write a multiplica-
tion sentence! Second Graders 
love a challenge, do you?  

We have been doing some 
fun and interesting activities 
in Social Studies and Sci-
ence in 1st Grade.  We made 
voter registration cards, 
learned about Election Day 
and cast our own ballots for 
cats or dogs.  Dogs won!  
Mrs. Klawitter and Miss 
Micek’s class joined their 
study buddies in Ms. Scott’s 
class to further their learn-
ing about patterns of change 
in the sky.  Students have 
been learning about changes 

that occur each day, month, and 
year in the sky and how it affects 
us here on Earth.  The students 
used oreo cookies to show the 
different phases of the moon that 
cycle about every 28 days.  We 
also made constellation projectors 
after learning about the stars.  We 
can project our own Big Dippers! 

 


